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Borsali / Bakul Mimusops elengi Abu Pipad Ficus Virens
indian medlar spanish cherry asian bulletwood maulsari Chikoo family mulberry/fig familypilkhan pakad ram anjeer khabar

10m 18mLarge tree, deciduous

Bark is grey with a silvery aspect, with milky sap.

Leaves smooth, oval with a broad base and short, 
pointy apex, 3 nerves start from the base.

Figs in pair, on short stalks, white speckled with tiny 
red dots when ripe.

Middle-sized tree; more or less evergreen

Bark nut-brown or greyish, deeply fissured and 
cracked

Leaves 5-15cm long glossy on top; wavy edged

Flowers white, fragrant, with numerous narrow petals

Fruit a berry, green at first, turning red-yellow when 
ripe

Uses
The leaves make an excellent fodder, particularly for elephants. 

Its qualities of being quick grower and providing ample shade 
make the abu pipad an excellent and much used avenue tree. 

Because of its huge canopy, it acts as an excellent windbreak.

A decoction made from the bark is used as a gargle and wash 
for ulcers. 

The greyish wood is moderately hard but not durable and is 
little used except to make charcoal in north-western India. 

Range
Fairly common in the sub-Himalayan belt across Pakistan and 
NW India and in the monsoon forests of Central India. 

Uncertainity and controversy about its precise identity make it 
difficult to say if its range also extends into Southern India, but 
one or the other variety of this species is at home in huge 
swathe of territory sprawling across SE Asia from India to the 
Solomon islands and tropical Austrailia.

Uses
A traditional Ittar is distilled from maulsari flowers. 
Many parts of the tree are used medicinally - the leaves to 
treat headaches and sore eyes; a decoction of the bark to treat 
fevers, diarrhoea and infections of the gum; the unripe fruit for 
fixing loose teeth; and the crushed seeds to cure constipation. 

Oil from the seeds is used in cooking and as a luminant fuel. 
The reddish heartwood is hard, strong, close-grained and 
durable and is used for bridge-building, boats and, mine props 
and heavy constuction 

Range
Native to the western ghats and Sri Lanka, extnsing westwards 
to the Andamans, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam, 
and possibly parts of Cambodia and Indoneasia as well. Widely 
cultivated in India and Pakistan but not much further north 
than Lahore and Delhi.

Leaves are smooth, up to 
16cm long, variable but generally 
broadly oval with a rounded base 
and short, pointy apex. The leaf 
stalk is 4-8 cm long distinctly 
channelled. The margins of the 
leaf are often wavy. Like all figs 
the pink leaf-buds are shed as 
leaves unfurl. Beautiful red to 
bronzy tints as the leaves are 
renewed in March.

Figs pea-sized, growing 
from the axils of leaves in 
pairs, on short stalks. The figs 
start out green, ripening white 
with a pinkish blush and are 
often speckled with red.

Fruit an olive shaped 
berry about 3cm long, green 
with short, matted hair 
when young, maturing 
smooth, orange-red. The 
yellow floury pulp inside is 
edible. The pointy segments 
of the flowercup persist on 
the fruit.

Flower white, 1-2cm 
wide, solitary or 2-6 in 
cluster, highly fragrant. The 
flower has a short tube 
crowned by 2 circles of 
narrow petals totalling about 
24 - the inner circle with 
8-10 petals, outer with twice 
that number.

Leaves 5-15cm long, 
smooth, glossy above, matte 
beneath. The midrib often 
forms a deep valley, and the 
edges of the leaf are conspicu-
ously wavy. The secondary 
nerves are very faint.

Leaves begin to drop in mid-February with little or no 
synchronisation. New leaf in early March, going from dusty 
purple to red, then through a dazzling array of russets and 
bronzes till they turn pale green. The Pilkhan show continues 
till mid April, with another flush early in rains. Figs ripen in 
July to September.

Seasons
Leaves nearly evergreen; most trees thin out in March. New 
leaf in late April, pale green, contrasting prettily the older 
leaves. Flowers in May-June; another flush in the rains. Fruits 
from February to June.

Seasons



Desi Pipdo Ficus Religiosa Arjun Sadad Terminalia Arjuna
mulberry/fig family arjun familybo tree sacred fig peepli Bodhi tree arjun arjan

Large tree, deciduous

Trunk short, thick, often fluted; exudes milky latex.

Bark yellowish or grey-brown, smooth, becoming 
scaly with age.

Leaves large, with wavy margins and long stalks; 
heart-shaped at base with very long, pointy tip; shiny 
on top.

Figs in pairs, from elaf axils; reddish at first, eventually 
deep purple when ripe. 

Large tree, deciduous

Trunk short, thick, often fluted; exudes milky latex.

Bark yellowish or grey-brown, smooth, becoming 
scaly with age.

Leaves large, with wavy margins and long stalks; 
heart-shaped at base with very long, pointy tip; shiny 
on top.

Figs in pairs, from elaf axils; reddish at first, eventually 
deep purple when ripe. 

Uses
The root of the bark is one of the 5 barks most valued by 
ancient Indian physicians. The juice of the bark is used as a 
mouthwash, for curing toothache and weak gums. The figs are 
laxative and are used as a remedy for asthma. 
The leaves and young shoots are purgative. Obstinate hiccups 
are cured by drinking water in which burnt peepal bark has 
been steeped. 
The leaves make a nutritious fodder. The greyish wood is not 
much used. 
The fibrous bark was pulped to make paper for the wonderful 
green Burmese umbrellas that are now an endangered art. 

Uses
The bark and gums are highly valued in Ayurveda as a tonic 
and cure for a host of cancer, heart, skin, urinary, and 
gynaecological diorders. 
The bark was once used to produce a brown dye and is used as 
a tanning agent. 
The leaves are a choice feed for tussar silkworms. 
The timber is hard and heavy but has a tendency to split. 
The sapwood is pinkish, the heartwood nutbrown with darker 
streaks. It is not an easy wood to work and finish but finds 
some use in making rural houses and boats. 

Range
It has bee ncultivated in India for so long time that its originial 
home is uncertain.
Older authorities said it is truly wild only in the sub-Hima-
layan forests east of Punjab, and in parts of Bengal and central 
India. 
Everywhere else it has probably run wild after ‘escaping’ from 
cultivation. 
Some authors clai it is common in south China, Thailand and 
Vietnam.  

Range
Fairly common in dry, riverine forests of  the subcontinent and 
Sri Lanka, avoiding only the most arid and more rainy areas. 
Possibly introduced into Punjab and sub-Himalayan tract. 

Leaves nearly triangular 
with a heart shaped base and a 
long, thin tail or drip-tip. The 
edge of the leaf is wavy. The 
blade can be up to 30 cm long, 
though this is an exceptional 
size - more usually 14 cm. In 
texture the leaf is like rexine 
and is perfectly hairless. Dark 
and glossy on top, dull and 
paler below, with prominent 
yellow-green veins. The leaf 
stalk are exceptionally long. 

Figs in pairs growing from 
leaf axils, without apparent 
stalks. The peepal’s figs are 
small - only 1-1.5 cm in 
diameter. They are green at 
first, turning red, then deep 
purple or almost black when 
ripe. They are not quite 
spherical but slightly squashed 
in one plane. 

Flowers are tiny, only 
about 4 mm wide, densely 
clustered on bristly, cyclindri-
cal spikes borne towards the 
ends of branchlets. There are 
no petals. Some people notice 
a pleasant honey scent - others 
wrinkle their noses at the 
smell. 

Leaves smooth, leathery, 
dully, shiny, 8-25 cm long, 
arranged opposite each other or 
nearly so. Blunt or only slightly 
pointy at apex, shallowly 
heart-shaped at base. Margins 
often faintly, bluntly toothed.

Fruit a fibrous, woody nut up 
to 6 cm long, with 5 thin, 
leathery wings like longitudinal 
flanges. Green at first, ripening 
deep brown, tinged with rust.

Leaves begin to fall in January, most trees are bare by 
mid-March. From late March to late April new leaves emerge in 
tints of pink and copper and cinnamon before darkening. Figs 
ripen around mid-April, attracting hordes of birds. Some trees 
have a second flush, ripening in October.  

Seasons
Leaves shed towards mid-April, renewed in late April or May. 
Flowers in late April, lasting through most of May. Fruit ripen 
nearly a year after flowering, dropping sometime between 
February and June.

Seasons

18m



Garmado Cassia Fistula Desi Asopalav Polyalthia Longifolia

pea family - cassia subfamilyamaltas girmala kiar ali alash custard apple familyashok devdaru ashupal

Middle-sized tree; deciduous

Bark yellowish, more or less smooth; rusty when old

Leaves feather-compound, up to 45cm long with 4-8 
pairs of large leaflets. 

Flowers bright yellow in long, dropping clusters; 5 
petals

Fruit long, cylindrical pipes, green at first, turning 
black

Middle sized; nearly evergreen

Bark grey-brown, becoming darker, scabby and craced 
with age.

Leaves slim, long, with wavy edges and extended 
pointy tips; glossy on both sides

Flowers in clusters with 6 long, narrow, pale-green 
petals

Fruit grape-sized, in clusters growing from a common 
stalk; dark purple when ripe

Uses
The bark (called sumari) is used as a tan and yields a red dye. 
The sweetish fruit pulp is an effective purgative, safe even for 
pregnant women. 
A paste made from the roots is used to cure sin diseases and 
leprosy. 
The leaves are reputed to heal ulcers. The twigs and leaves are 
lopped for fodder.
The sapwood is useless but the brick-red heartwood is hard, 
heavy and can be beautifully mottled and streaked. It is used 
for posts, tools handles and rice-pounders. It makes good 
fuelwood and excellent charcoal.  

Range
One of the most widespread forest trees in India. it is found all 
along the base of the Himalaya from the Indus eastwards and 
throughout southern and peninsular India. its natural rage 
extends to Myanmar and further east to Indo-China and the 
Philippines. Uses

The ripening fruit is avidly eaten by flying foxes, birds and 
monkeys, and apparently is safe for human consumption too. 
The bark is medicinally to allay fevers. 
The startlingly white, evengrained wood is hollowed out to 
make drums in south India and for making pencils and small 
boxes. 
Hindus often employ the leaves in marriages ceremonies and 
to decorate gateways, though the orogins of this sactified use is 
obscure. Widely cultivated throughout India for ornament.    

Range
Native to drier parts of Sri Lanka and to a few restricted 
localities in southern India where it is doubtfully found in the 
wild anymore. Widely cultivated throughout India and 
south-east Asia, especially the narrow, conical form known as 
variety pendula. 

Leaves feather compound, 
upto 45cm long with 4-8 pairs 
of leaflets. Young leaflets are 
silvered by faint down, 
becoming smooth and without 
gloss as they mature. New 
leaflets emerge out in a lovely 
coppery brown colour. 

Flowers fragrant, bright 
yellow, in drooping sprays up to 
60cm long with the oldest 
flowers at the base. The 
intensity of yellow varies. A 
flower has 10 stamens of 
unequal length, grouped 3-4-3. 
Only the 3 longer ones are 
fertile. 

Flowers star-shaped, pale greenish-yellow, in dense 
clusters along the branchlets. Each flower has a slender 
stalk about 2cm long, a flower-cup of 3 short, triangular 
segements and 6 narrow, pointy petals up to 2.5cm long. 
The flowers are usually well hidden within the foliage.Fruit long cylindrical pipes up to 60cm long. 

The seeds inside are stored in little compartments 
encased in a strong-smelling, sweetish pulp. Ripe 
pods are black and fall whole to ground. 

Fruit in clusters of 8-20 
growing from the end of a 
common stalk, the entire 
cluster produced from a single 
flower. Each fruit is about size 
of a small grape, shiny and 
smooth at first, turning deep 
purple.

Leaves arranged 
alternately, narrow, upto 28cm 
long with distinctive wavy 
margins. The tip of each leaf is 
long drawn-out and gently 
tapering, the base broadly 
v-shaped. Smooth on both 
surfaces, slightly glossier 
above. The midrib is 
prominent but the side-veins 
are very faint.

Leaves shed early in April, renewed in May. FLowers in late 
April, peaking by mid-May. The rains always induce more 
flushes of flowering that can last into October. Fruit mature 
around March-April of the following flowering season.  

Seasons
Leaves renewed in late March or early April. Another green 
flush in the rains. Flowers in late March or early April but last 
only a short time. Fruit ripen between late June and early 
August.  

Seasons

10m 12m


